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THE  COOKES  OF  CONOY  CREEK,  LANCASTER  COUNTY, 

PENNSYLVANIA,  AND  THEIR  DESCENDANTS 

^S'JUusi.  w  FocVTM^  Ctr^yO.  £>&c.  19  3  2. 

The  Christian  name,  and  also  the  homeland,  of  our  immigrant 
ancestor,  are  uncertain.  According  to  the  history  of  Donegal  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  by  Dr..  J.  L.  Ziegler  (p.83),  he  was  James  Gooke,  who 
fled  to  America  from  England  about  the  time  of  the  restoration  of 
Charles  II  (1660)  to  escape  the  vengeance  of  the  latter  against  those 
who  had  sympathized  or  taken  part  with  Cromwell  in  the  trial  and  exe¬ 
cution  of  Charles  I.  The  same  authority  says  that  James.  Cooke  was  a 
descendant  of  John  Cooke,  who  as  solicitor  for  the  people  of  England, 
brought  the  impeachment  charges  against  Charles  I  and  that  on  coming 
to  America  James  settled  within  the  limits  of  what  became  Lancaster 
Co.  Pa.,  and  was  the  father  of  James  Cooke  who  settled  near  the  pres¬ 
ent  site  of  Marietta.  As  to  John  Cooke,  the  book  ’State  Trials’  by 
S.  L.  Stephen,  gives  him  the  title  of  ’Solicitor  General  for  the 
Commonwealth’  at  the  trial  of  Charles  I.  In  footnote,  cage  79,  Vol. 

I,  this  book  says, ’’After  the  trial  he  (John  Cooke)  was  made  Master 
of  the  Hospital  of  St.  Cross  and  held  various  judicial  posts  in  Ire¬ 
land.  On  the  restoration  he  was  tried  and  executed  with  the  other 
regicides."  (Pub.  1899,  Duckworth  &  Co.  London;  Carnegie  Lb.  Ptsbg. ) 

An  article  on  Col..  Edward  Cooke  (see  sheet  4)  by  F.  S.  Farquhar  , 
reprinted  in  the  Belle  Vernon,  Pa.  Enterprise  of  Mar.  17,  1899,  says, 
"He  (Col.  E,  C. )  was  descended  from  a  long  live  of  active  participants 
in  the  history  of  England.  Three  members  of  the  family  were  compelled 
to  flee  from  the  country  after  the  beheading  of  Charles  I  and  they  came 
to  America,  one  settling  in  New  Jersey,  one  in  eastern  Pennsylvania 
and  the  other  was  lost  trace  of." 

Squire  Samuel  Evans,  a  well  known  local  historian  of  Columbia, 
Lancaster  Cb.,  Pa.,  ina  letter  to  Mrs.  EHR  Huston  (quoted  in  her  letter 
to  Mrs.  JUUhLyle  of  Jan.  31,  1902)  wrote  that  ’the  Cookes  came  to  Don¬ 
egal  (now  in)  Lancaster  Co.  Pa.,  from  the  North  of  Ireland,  having 
fled  first  to  Ireland  from  England,  and  then  on  to  Donegal  (Pa.), 
which  was  a  Scotch-Irish  settlement. ’ 

Dr.  Wm.  H.  Egle,  Penna.  state  genealogical  historian,  claimed 
that  our  immigrant  ancestor  came  from  the  North  of  Ireland.  (EHRH  to 
JACL ,  1-30-1901). 

The  writer  takes  no  responsibility  for  the  foregoing  statements 
regarding  our  Cooke  ancestors,  as  the  authorities  quoted  fail  to  give 
the  sources  of  their  information,  including  that  as  to  the  name  of 
our  immigrant  ancestor,  their  statements,  however,  being  submitted  here 
for  what  they  may  be  worth.. 

These  authorities,  so  far  as  they  go,  seem  to  be  in  agreement 
as  to  the  occasion  of  our  Cookes  coming  to  America,  but  differ  some¬ 
what  as  to  whether  they  were  Scotch-Irish  or  English. 

Mrs.  Huston  in  letter  of  3-11-1905  thinks  she  recalls-  her 
grandfather  DWS  Cooke  saying  that  the  Cookes  came  to  Donegal  from  Vir¬ 
ginia  (Note  15). 

The  first  Cooke  of  whom  we  have  positive  knowledge  is  James 
who  settled  on  Conoy  Creek  (Note  A),  how  in  Lancaster  Co.,  in  1720 
or  soon  after , acquired  a  large  farm  and  died  in  1740,  leaving  a  will 
in  which  are  named  his  wife  and  nine  children.  The  following  pages 
are  an  account  of  him  and  his  descendants. 
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In  this  account  the  generations,  numbered  from  him  as  the  first, 
are  indicated  by  a  figure  after  the  Christian  name,  thus,  David4  Cooke. 
In  the  account  of  each  family  the  name  and  generation  of  the  head  of 
the  family  are  given  first,  followed  by  his  father,  grandfather,  etc., 


each  with  his  ^ 
(David4,  James1 


;enerati$ 

James' 


m 


numbe 

James 


r ,  back 

b. 


to  James-1-,  thus:  Silas-  Cooke 


c 

.  -J 

p 


Q 

-  Ci 

*3 

Note  1:  Up  to  175L$  all  of  what  is  now  Lancaster  Co.  was  in  the  orig-  r 
Inal  county  of  Chester.  In  1718  Conestoga  Twp.  was  laid  out  (in  Ches-  ( 
ter  Co.),  it.being  all  that  portion  of  the  county  west  of  Octoraro  ^ 

Creek  (the  present  Lancasfcer-Chester  county  line)  and  extending  north¬ 
ward  to  include  the  Welsh  settlements  along  the  eastern  branch  of  vCon- 
estoga  Creek.  In  short,  'it  reached  to  the  frontier,  which  (on  the 
west)  had  not  then  passed  the  Susquehanna  River.' 

As  the  frontier  advanced  the  township  of  West  Conestoga  was 
erected,  in  1720,  embracing  all  territory  west  ahd  north-west  of  Pequea  (J 
Creek..  In  1721  Pequea  Twp.  was  erected.  Its  location  is  now  uncer¬ 
tain  but  probably  was  the  upper  valley  of  Pequea  Creek,  Conestoga  ahd 
West  Conestoga  still  joining  along  the  lower  creek.  In  1722  the  name  * 
of  West  Conestoga  Twp.  was  changed  to  Donegal  because  of  the  many  Scotch** 
Irish  settlers  from  Donegal  Cb. ,  Ireland.  Thus  from  1722  to  1729,  Don- ^ 
egal  Two.  (Chester  Co.)  included  all  territory  west  and  north-west  of  jj. 
Pequea  Creek.,  with  no  outer  boundary  but  the  wilderness.. 

On  the  formation  of  Lancaster  Cb.  in  1729,  Cbnestoga  Twp. was 
given  its  present  lines  and  Donegal  Two.,  was  limited  to  the  territory 
now  comprising  East  Donegal,  West  Donegal,  Conoy,  Mt.  Joy  and  Rapho 
townshios.  (Note  is  based  on  data  in  Lancaster  Co.  histories  of  Ellis 
&  Evans  and  Kline) 

Note  A:  Conoy  Creek  flows  southward  thru  W.  Donegal  Two.  and  across 
the  southerly  Part  of  Cbnoy  Twp.  to  the  Susquehanna  River.  Conoy  Twp. 
was  separated  from  West  Donegal  Two.  in  1842- 

Note  B:  Donegal  Church  is  at  the  Donegal  spring.  There  is  no  town  of 
Donegal. 

Family  1. 
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James1  Coo£e,  b. _ ;  d.  Feb-  28,  1740;  m.  Elizabeth _  0 

The  earliest  ancestor  we  are  certain  of  is  James  Cooke  who  settled  on  g: 
Conoy  Creek  in  what  is  now  Conoy  Twp.  Lancaster  Co.  Pa.  Ellis  &  Evans 
History  of  Lancaster  Co.  says  (p..75l)that  he  settled  there  in  1720,  a  ^ 
date  not  yet  verif ied (Note  2).  The  Eaaiiest  actual  record  we  have  of  V 
James  Cooke  is  that  his  name  appears  on  the  tax  list  of  Chester  Co.  Pa.§ 
in  1720  as  among  the  'English  at  Conestoga'.  His  name  appears  again  ^ 
as  witness  to  the  will  of  John  Allison  of  Donegal  Twp..  on  Nov.  6,  1728 
Note  3)..  This  is  undoubtedly  the  James  Cooke  of  this  sketoh,  as  John 
Allison  witnessed  the  latter's  will  Feb.  25,  1740.  ^ 

The  plot  of  James  Cooke's  farm,  shown  on  another  sheet,  was  <x 

furnished  by  Squire  Samuel  Evans  of  Columbia,  Pa.  (Note  4).  I-t  does  & 

not  show  where  the  farm  is  located.  The  writer  has  positively  fixed 
the  location  as  being  on  the  easterly  side,  and  near  the  mouth,  of  J 
Conoy  Creek,  by  comparing  the  names  of  the  adjoining  owners,  as  showny 
on  the  plot,  with  the  names  of  land  owners  on  EHK&iSIfigX  Conoy  Creek 
as  given  in  E  &  E's  History  of  Lancaster  Co. (p. 751).  The  farm  lay ^ 
against  that  of  Capt.  Samuel  Smith  which  bordered  along  the  eastern 
side  of  Conoy  Creek.  John  Catherwood,  who  witnesses  James  Cooke's 
will  (see  p.  5)  was  a -saddler  who  lived  at  the  tavern  on  the  adjoining 
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Smith  place,  and  James  Logan,  another  witness,  was  a  land  own^r  near 
the  mouth  of  Conoy  Creek.  John  Galbraith  owned  the  river  frobt^TKat 
spanned  Conoy  Creek  at  its  mouth.  His  land  was  close  to  that  of  James 
Cooke,  and,  according  to  E  &  E's  History,  joined  the  latter.  In  1773- 
6,  John1 8  cousin,  Eertram  ,  acquired  most  of  this  farm,  and  other  land 
adjoining.  Such  was  the  setting  for  the  romances,  of  Mary  Galbraith 
(daughter  of  John)  and  James2Cooke  (son  of  James-*-',  and  of  Esther 
Galbraith  (daughter  of  John's  cousin  Bertram)  and  James3  Cooke f son  of 
James2).  (See  p.  13). 


Note  2:  EHRH's  memo. (on  back  of  BAR  Application ): "Notes  &  Queries, 

Ser.  3,  Vol.3,  by  Ekle,  says  (pp  216  &  303)  'James  Cooke . settled 

at  Conoy  Creek'".  CJF's  memo.  "James  Cooke  settled  in  1720  on  the  east 
side  of  Conoy  Creefc  adjoining  lands  of  John  Galbraith. -Ellis  &  Evans' 
History  of  Lancaster  Co." 

Note  3:  For  1720  tax  list  and  John  Allison's  will  see  letter  of 
8-29-04,  Mrs .  EHR  Huston  of  Ciintondale,  Center  Co.  Pa ,  to  Mrs.  JAC 
Lyle  of  Washington  Co.  Pa. 

Note  4;  Sami.  Evans  J.  P.  of  Columbia  Pa.  sent  plot  to  EHRH  who  sent 
it  to  JACL. 

Jamesl  Cooke  died  Febr..  28,  1740.  His  will  made  Feb.  25,  1740  and 
probated  Sept.  30,  1748,  is  recorded  in  Lancaster  Co.  Pa.  in  Will  Book 
Vol.  1-A,  page  57.  Will  names  wi$e  Elesebeth,  children,  Thomas,  David, 
James,  Joseph,  John,  Edward,  Ketren,  Jean,  Margret,.  Will  names  Thom¬ 
as  as  the  oldest  son,  Thomas  and  David  as  the  two  oldest  sons,  James 
as  the  third  son  and  Edward  as  the  youngest  son,  which  would  make  Jo- 
seoh  and  John  the  4th  and  5th  sons,  Josenh  annarently  being  the  4th 
and  John  the  5th,  as  they  are  named  together  with  the  name  of  Joseoh 
coming  first.  Ketren,  Jean  and  Margret  are  named  in  their  order  but 
the  will  does  not  show  where  they  come  in  the  family  exceot  that  they 
would  seem  to  be  younger  than  James.  Edward,  born  1738-9  (see  tomb¬ 
stone  at  Rehoboth  Church,  Fayette  Co.  Pa."),  being  some  two  years  old 
at  his  father's  death,  may  have  been  the  youngest  child.  Wife  Eliza¬ 
beth  and  eldest  son  Thomas  are  named  as  sole  executors.  Edward  died 
Nov.  27,  lfc08  in  70th  year. 

Children 

1.  Thomas2 

2.  David2  d.  Oct.  26,  1786,  aged  64;  m.  Martha  Stewart*  NwbiIIj  "fi" 

3.  James2  d*  I773-4;  m*  Mary  Galbraith*  —  —  Family  3 

4.  Joseph^ 

5.  John2  m.  M9ry  Cooke  daughter  of  Col.  Jacob  Cooke. 

6.  Catharine2 

7.  Jean2 

8..  Margaret2 

9.  Edward2  b’.  1738-9;  d.  Not.  27,  1808:  m.  Martha  Crawford 
Dauuhin  Co.  History  andalso  "Notes  &  Queries"  by  Egle  say  that 
Jacob  Cooke  was  brother  of  James2  Cooke  who  died  1773-4  (Note  5). 

This  seems  to  be  wrong,  because: (lT  He  is  not  mentioned  in  the  above 


*srf  o  .«  •  - 


•;.V  '-in  <  r  r  95  j;  rr  ’  •;  '  f:'  '•  ;• 

.ldt;ai  9rf;t  r-b*  Ot  tYTOl 
uJiat<fJ>0  To"  lo  ,as<*uwH*r  srf* 


I  samst, 

.^£9  0  YO*  i0 

.  oc  ■■•i  ' 

3  o  n  if  .  -  .*•■>•  c  «i>  <**■“'  - 

t&a  Oul  Of5V  ■’foJuc:  •^alnfot  v® 


a^l*:  -.  P  ^J-o^rCflq^BftXqcrA  H/.0*  *o-  '  «o^.o.j«n  M~f 

&Yte*» 


■  -I  .n  ;<?  ■'  - 

s  c  *rf#  nl  fc'v  ).•  ...  *n  Jon  at  aH  ••'  • )  Poijsoetf  ,  'crw  *>•;  .>}  sn:  »sa  a  fit 


will;:  (2)  Dauphin  Co*  History  quotation  referred  to  above  says  he 
was  a  son  of  John,  (not  James1).  According  to  EHRH's  record  his 
daughter  married  John,  a  brother  of  James2  who  died  1773-4 (Note  6), 
and  she  would  scarcely  marry  her  own  uncle  (see  children  of  James1 
Cooke  above).  Neither  does  Jacob  seem  to  have  been  a  brother  of 
James1,  who  died  1740  and  must  have  been  born  before  1700  (as  hia 
second  son  was  born  1722),  while  Jacob  was  not  born  until  1735. 

Note  5.  See  E,  H.  R.  Huston  to  J.A.C.Lyle  2-23-1901. 

Note  6  "  ■'  «  »  «  «  »  «'  «  "  1-30-1901. 


Will  of  James  Cook-  (Lancaster  Co.  Pa.  ,Will  Book  Vol..  1-A, 
page  57). 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  the  25th  day  of  February  1740.  I, 

James  Cook  of  the  Township  of  Donegall  and  County  of  Lancaster 
and  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  Yeaman,  being  very  Sick  and  Weak 
in  Boody  but  of  Perfect  mind  and  Memory,  thanks  be  given  to  God 
therefore,  Calling  to  mind  the  mortality  of  my  body  and  knowing 
that  it  is  Appointed  to  all  men  once  to  Dye,  do  make  and  Ordain 

this  ray  last  Will  Testament;  that  is  to  say,  Principally  and  first 

of  all  I  give  and  recomend  my  Soul  unto  the  Hands  of  God  that  gave 
it  And  for  my  Body  I  re  come nd  It  to  this  Earth  to  be  Buried  in 
Christian  like  and  Decent  maner  at  the  Discey£tion  of  my  Executors, 
nothing  Doubting  but  at  the  General  Resurrection  I  shall  receive 
the  Same  again  by  the  mighty  Power  of  God,  and  as  touching  such 
Worldly  Estate  wherewith  it  hath  Pleased  God  to  Bless  me  in  this 

Life,  I  give,  Devise  and  Dispose  of  the  same  in  the  following  man¬ 

ner  and  form!  Imprimus  it  is  my  Will  and  I  do  Order  it  in  the  first 
Place  all  my  just  Debts  and  Funeral  Charges  be  paid  and  satisfied. 
Item,  I  leave  and  Bequeath  unto  my  two  Eldest  Sons,  Thomas  and  David 
Cook,  each  of  them,  three  of  my  Horse  creatures  formerly  named,  them 
and  each  of  them  two  young  cows  that  is  now  two  Years  Old  against 
Spring,  Item,  it  is  my  will  that  weel  Beloved  Wife  Elesebeth  Cook 
and  my  third  Son  James  Cook  live  together  and  enjoy  the  Plantation. 

I  now  live  on  and  all  my  other  Estate  During  her  widdowhood  and  to 
Bring  up  and  educate  the  Rest  of  my  Children  of  the  whole  until  my 
son  James  arive  at  the  age  of  Twenty  one  years,  or  if  my  wifealter 
her  life  by  raarage  that  She  is  thereto  have  her  Horse  and  Saddle  and 
the  one  half  of  my  Personal  Estate  for  her  and  my  youngest  Son  Edward 
Cook,  the  Remainders  6f  the  Horses  and  Mares  Excepted,  it  is  like¬ 
wise  my  Will  that  my  Son  Enjoy  the  one  half  of  what  is  left  Betwixt 
my  wife  and  him  and  that  they  Possess  the  half  of  the  Plantation 
During  her  widdowhood,  afterwards  to  return  to  my  Son  James  the  whole 
Plantation,  he  then  obliging  himself  for  the  meantenance  of  my  daugh¬ 
ter  Jean.  Item,  It  is  my  Will  that  the  Rest  of  my  Ohatels,  Debts  and 
moveables  be  equally  divided  amongst  the  Rest  of  my  Children  (viz) 
Jame6,  Joseph  and  John  Cook  and  Ketren,  Jean  and  Margret  Cook  and  I 
nominate,  constitute  and  aopoint  my  Beloved  wife  Elizabeth  Cook  and 
my  Eldest  Son  Thomas  CQOk  Sole  Executors  of  this  my  last  will  and 
Testament,  In  witness  whereof  I  have  set  my  hand  and  Seal  the  Day  and 
Year  above  written. 

James  Cook  (Seal) 

Signed,  Sealed,  Published  and  Declared  by  the  said  James  Cook 
as  his  last  will  and  Testament  in  ye  Presents  of  us  ye  Subscribers 
James  Lyon,  John  Catherwood,  John  Allison. 

Probated  Sept.  30,  1745. 
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(Note,-  The  will  as  recorded  is  devoid  of  punctuation  marks  except 
two  commas  in  the  first  line). 


Note  D:  As  to  "James  Cooke"  300  acre  farm  just  outside  the  northerly 
limits  of  Marietta,  of  which  Juliana  Qooke 

ed  as  to  what  James  this  was.  James 
brother  David,  both  inherited  farms, 

of  the  town  of  Marietta  was  built. 


Dke  wrote,  _it  is-, not  yet  decid- 
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other  than  this,  on  which  much 


Family  3 

J'ames^  Cooke  (Jamesl)  br.. _ ;  d.  1773-4;  m.. -Mary 

Galbraith  Feb'.  20,  1752.  His  will,  dated  Sept.  15,  1773,  Donegal 
Twp. ,  names  wife  Mary  and  children,  James,  John,  David,  Dorcas  and 
Margaret.  Witnesses,  John  Wilson,  Bertram  Galbraith.  Will  probated 
11-4-1774  (Wo t-e -? ) .  Egle  says  that  his  brother  David  was  executor  of 
the  estate (Nu tu  ■W) .  Mrs.  Huston  says  that  Jaroes^  Cooke  is  buried  at 
Donegal  (Nulw  ■W) .  His  name  does  not  appear  in  the  list  of  marked 
graves  in  the  History  of  Donegal  Church  or  on  the  plan  of  Donegal  cem¬ 
etery  which  hangs  in  the  vestibule  of  the  church  but  this  plan  con¬ 
tains  a  great  many  grave  marked  ’  unknown1 .  ('Matft**g~) . 

The  old  bible  of  James2  CookS>  now  in  the  possession  of  Mrs. 
Bella  Cooke  Stephensons  of  waynesburg  Pa.,  gives  the  date  of  his  mar¬ 
riage  as  Feb.  20,  1752,  but  does  not  state  whom  he  married.  His  name 
and  the  date  Aug.  27,  1758  are  qritten  in  the  book,  apparently  by  him¬ 
self.  The  date  seeijis  to  be  that  of  the  purchase  of  the  book  which 
apparently  had  been  obtained  at  that  time  with  the  immediate  purpose 
of  recording  the  date  of  the  birth  of  the  first  child,  which  was  Aug. 

17,  1758  (4? 84 •■10) .  The  bible  names  the  children,  with  dates  of  birth 
as  given  below  and  also  gives  the  names  of  the  two  wives  of  James3  Copke 
and  the  dates  of  their  marriages  to  him  but  does  not  give  the  dates  of 
the  deaths  of  Jaraes3Cooke  and  Margaret  Cooke,  which,  as  given  below  are 
taken  from  their  tombstones  at  Cross  Creek  (Washiftgton  CO.)and  Donegal,  "f 
respectively.  Bible  does  not  state  whom  any  of  the  children  married 
except  James3. 

The  fact  of  Margaret  Cooke  being  the  wife  of  Samuel  S.  Galbraith 
is  established  from  (l)  statement  by  Agnes  Ritchie  Cooke  taken  down  in 
1890  by  Preston  C.  Farrar  that  Jaraes2Cooke’had  five  children,  James, 

David,  Dorcas,  J0hn  and  another  daughter  who  married  a  Mr.  Galbraith1 
and  Mr.  Galbraith  was  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Cooke’  (Esther  Galbraith); 

(2)'  statement  in  the  Galbraith  genealogy  in  Egle’s  "Penna.  Genealogies" 
that  Esther  (Egle  calls  her  Henrietta)  Galbraith  had  a  brother  Samuel  S. 
Galbraith;  and  (3)  the  tombstone  record  of  "Margaret  Galbraith  wife  of 
Samuel  S.  Galbraith  who  departed  this  life  April  29,  1801,  in  the  29th 
year  of  her  age",  which  makes  her  birth  date  1773,  the  same  date  that  he 
Jame82Cooke  bible  gives  for  the  birth  of  Margaret  Cooke.  (Tombstone 
record  is  in  the  History  of  Donegal  Church,  page  105). 

The  following  precious  record  in  relation  to  Mrs.  Margaret 
Cooke  Galbraith  and  her  brother  James3  Cooke  has  been  preserved  in  a 
letter  dated.  Julv  12,  1801,  from  Rebecca  Barton,  first  wife  of  Joseph 
Barton,  from  Washington  Co.,  to  her  mother,  Mrd. Brice  Clark,  in  Maytown, 
Lancaster  Co.,  "I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  piece  you  sent  me  on 
Mrs.  Galbraith’s  death.  Mr.  James  Cooke  was  here  a  few  days  after  I 
received  it.  I  did  not  mention  it  to  him  as  I  thought  it  would  vex  him. 
When  he  was  going  away  Josy  went  with  him  to  his  horse,  He  asked  him 
if  he  had  seen  it.  He  told  him  he  had  not.  He  took  it  out  to  him.  He 
said  his  heart  seemed  very  full  while  he  was  reading  it,  When  he  had 
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done  he  put  it  in  his  pocket,  reached  him  his  hand  and  started  without 
saying  anything.”  (A  copy  of  the  letter  containing  the  foregoing  ex¬ 
tract  was  furnished  by  Mrs.  Carrie  E.  Bennett  of  Des  Moines  la.,  a 
great-granddaughter  of  Joseph  Barton,  the  'Joey1  named  in  the  letter). 

Egle  in  "Notes  &  Queries",  as  given  above,  states  that  James2 

Cooke  married  Mary _  and  in  fact  the  will  of  James2Cooke  mentions 

his  wife  Mary  but  gives  no  other  name.  The  Galbraith  genealogy,  given 
in  Egle's  "Penna.  Genealogies"1,  states  that  Mary  Galbraith,  daughter 

of"  John  Galbraith,  married  * _ Cooke.  In  attempting  to  determine  the 

relationship  of  Elizabeth  Patterson  (Madame  Bonaparte)  to  the  Gooke 
family  (there  being  such  a  tradition)  a  tentative  conclusion  had  been 
reached  that  Mary _ ,  wife  of  James2Cooke  was  Mary  Galbraith,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Galbraith, (who  had  married _ Cooke,  as  this  conclusion 

apparently  rxolained  the  matter.  At  this  juncture  the  bible  of  J  ohn 
Galbraith  was  unexpectedly  found  in  the  possession  of  a  descendant  of 
James  2Cooke,  which  fact,  tho  the  family  record  had  been  torn  out  of 
the  bible,  left  no  doubt  that  James2  Cooke  had  married  John  Galbraith's 
daughter  Mary.  The  bible  was  found  in  the  possession  of  Miss  Mary  Cooke 
of  Washington,  Pa.,  and  bore  the  inscription  "John  Galbraith,  his  Bible, 
Bought  the  7th  of  April  1757.  Price  3  0/0." 

The  will  of  James  Bayly,  a  synopsis  of  which  is  given  on  page  71 
of  the  History  of  Donegal  Church,  names  his  wife  Mary  and  step-daughtff 
Margaret  Cooke,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  his  wife's  former  name 
was  Mrs.  Mary  Cooke.  An  anecdote  handed  down  in  the  family  of  James  3 

Cooke  is  that  when  tw6  ladies  of  the  Cooke  connection  called  at  the  old 
James3Cooke  house  in  Washington  County  (it  then  being  the  home  of  his 
grand-daughter  Mrs.  Jane  Ann  Cooke  Lyle),  one  of  them,  noticing  an  old 
tea-pot  on  the  mantlepiece,  exclaimed  to  the  other : "There ' s  grandmother 
Bayly 's  tea-pot."  Those  who  heafd  and  handed  down  this  remark  did  not 
know  who  grandmother  Bayly  was,  as  there  were  no  known  ancestors  of 
that  name.  It  is  evident  that  she  was  the  widbw  of  James^Cooke  and  thfct 
she  afterward  married  James  Bayly  and  was  the  same  Mary  daughter  of 
John  Galbraith.  The  tea-pot  is  in  the  possession  og  her  great-great- 
granddaughters/  Misses  Harriet  and  Jeannette  Lyle. 


Children 


I 

II 

III 

IT 


V 

VI 


James3>  b.  Aug. 17, 1758;  d.Dec.  1,1830;  m.  (l)'Esther  Galbraith 
John3 jb.  Aug . 1 7 60 ; d .  in  childhood  Apr. 17, 1788. 

Dorcas3 ,b. Oct .12, 1764;D _ ;in.  (2)Martha  McComb  May 

trke  Family- 8.  May  10,1797. 

.  d. _ m.  Family  7. 

(l)  Elizabeth _ JFamily  9. 

(2;  Sarah  Clarke. 

David3,  b.  Aug..  16,  1769;  d. _ ;  m. _  Fa nrfrly  10-. 

Margaret3,  b.  Feb..  28,  1773;  d. Apr-  29,  1801; 
m.  Samuel  S.  Galbraith. 


John3, 


Family  7. 

James3Cooke  (James2  James1)  b*  Donegal  Twp.  Lancaster  Co, 

Pa.  Aug.  17,  1758;  a.  Smith  Twp..  Washington  Co.  Pa.  Dec.  1.  1830; 
m.  (l)  Esther  Galbraith  Apr.  17,  1788  in  Lancaster  Co.,  (2)  Martha 
McComb:  May  10,  1797  in  Washington  Co. 

He  took  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  June  15,  1778,  was  commission¬ 
ed  Lieutenant  of  a  Company  of  Foot  in  the  7th  Battalion  of  Lancaster 
Co.  Militia  May  10,  1780  and  Captain  of  a  Company  of  Foot  in  the  4th 
Battalion  May  1,  1783.. 
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On  Sept..  8,  1786  he  purchased  from  S.  and  R..  Purviance  of  Balti¬ 
more,  Md. ,  for  the  consideration  of  'L  466,15  s,  current  money  of 
Maryland',  a  tract  of  649  acres  of  land  in  Washington!  Co.  Pa., 'being 
oart  of  a  tract  of  2500  acres  granted  by  Thomas  Jefferson  Governor  of 
Virginia  on  Dec.  23,  1779  to  Robert  Rutherford  of  Berkley  Co.  Va.  an  d 
conveyed  by  him  to  S.  and  R-  Purviance  on  Apr.  25,  1782,  situate  and 
lying  within  the  waters  of  Rackoon  creek  in  Smith  township,  Washington 
County'.  This  purchase  was  one  and  one-half  years  before  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  Apr.  17,  1788.  After  the  latter  event  he  sold,  on  May 
7,  1792,  to  his  brother  John  Cooke,  for  the  consideration  of  L  160, 
current  money  of  Pennsylvania,  215  acres  and  85  perches  off  the  west¬ 
erly  side  of  hi6  land,  and  on  Mar.  30,  1798  he  ourchased- f rom  Robert 
Dunbar  of  Washington  Co.  Pa.,  for  the  consideration,  of  L  237,  a  tract 
adjoining  his  original  purchase  on  the  east  and  containing  100  acres, 

92  perches,  it  having  been  sold  to  Dunbar  by  Purviance  out  of  the  same 
2500  acre  tract.  So  that  in  the  end  he  had  649-2154100  -  534  acres. 
Because  of  the  depreciated  and  changing  values  of  the  moneys  of  the 
various  states  in  those  days  one  can  scarcely  hazard  a  guess  at  what 

these  sums  would  be  in  dollars  of  to-day. 

James3  c00^e>  a£Por$in&  ‘to  1118  daughter-in-law  Agnes  Ritchie 
Cooke,  widow  of  David5,000^  was  a  great  man  to  go  to  church,  tho  not 
a  church  member.  His  commissions  in  the  Lancaster  Co.  militia  are  in 
the  oossession  of  the  writer,  as  are  also  other  paoers  of  his,  among 
which  are  a  number  of  letters,  from  old  friends  and  relatives  in  Lan¬ 
caster  Co.,  including  his  daughter  Mary  Ann,  and  from  his  brother  John 
in  Richland  Co.  Ohio,  Jacob  Haymaker  and  others;:  also  accounts  of  the 
estates  of  David  McComb.  (his  father-in-law)  and  Josenh  Barton,  Settled 
up  by  him.  He  was  appointed  as  overseer  for  the  Poor  in  Smith  Twp. 
for  the  year  1827-8.  There  is  a  story  handed  down  in  the  Cooke  family 
that  James3  when  a  young  fellow  was  out  on  a  tripwith  a  number  of  com¬ 
panions  in  the  winter  time (crossing  the  Allegheny  mountains,  so  the 
story  goes)N  and  camped  for  the  night.  They  piled  brush  around  to  keep 
off  the  wind  and  made  bunks  out  of  pine  boughs  and  then  built  a  large 
fire  in  the  middle.  While  James  was  sleeping  on  one  of  these  bunks 
the  end  of  his  queu  fell  ddwn  thru  the  pine  boughs  into  the  snow.  The 
fire  melted  the  snow,  which,  with  the  queu  in  it,  froze  again  after 
the  fire  went  out,  fastening  James  to  the  ground.  In  the  morning 
another  fire  was  required  to  melt  the  snow  in  order  to  get  James  free 
and  on  his  feet.. 

James3Cooke ' s  first  wife,  Esther  Galbraith,  was  born  in  Lan¬ 
caster  Co.  in  1764-5  and  was  a  daughter  of  Col.  Bertram  Galbraith,  a 
orominent  figure  in  Lancaster  Co.  history  during  the  Revolution,  and 
Ann  Scott.  Her  name  is  erroneously  given  as  Henrietta  in  Egle's 
'Penna.  Genealogies&nd  as  'Hettie' (apoarently  a  nickname  for  Esther) 
in  the  old  Cooke  bible,  but  is  given  as  Esther  in  the  old  church  cer¬ 
tificate  and  on  her  tombstone.  Her  Galbraith  lineage  is  given  fully  in 
Egle's  'Penna.  Genealogies'.  She  came  from  Lancaster  Co.  to  Washing¬ 
ton  Co.  apoarently  immediately  after  her  carriage  (Ar»r.  17,  1788) 
according  to  the  following  church  certificate  in  oossession  of  the 
writer : 

"These  do  certify  that  the  Bearer  hereof,  James  Cooke  an(j 
Esther  his  wife,  were  both  of  them  born  in  the  Congregation  of  Donne- 
gal,  Lancaster  County,  And  State  of  Pennsylvania,  where  they  resided 
from  their  infancy  until  about  three  years  ago  when  He  left  it,  ahd 
hi 8  said  Wife  about  a  twelvemonth  ago.  That  during  the  whole  Time  of 
their  Residence  among  us  They  maintained  unexceptionable  moral  Char¬ 
acters  &  are  free  from  any'  Public -Scandal  or  Church  Censure  consisted 
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with  our  knowledge,  ^iven  at  Donnegal  the  25th  day  of  JuneAn:Dom: 

1769  and  is  attested  by 

Colin  McFarquhar  Minr." 

Esther  Galbraith  Cooke  died  June  30,  1793,  evidently  in  Lan¬ 
caster  Co.,  and  is  buried  in  Donegal  cemetery  beside  her  mother  Ann 
Scott  Galbraith  who  died  the  preceding  day.  (See  stone  with  two  nameg 
p.  105  History  of  Donegal  Church).  We  do  not  know  how  she  came  to  be 
in  Lancaster  Cb.  at  that  time  or  exactly  when  she  went  back  there, but 
we  know  that  she  was  iri  Washington  Co.  uo  to  May  7,  1792,  as  she  and 
James^executed  the  deed  toJohn  Cooke  for"  215  acres  of  their  farm  on 
that  date  and  their  signatures  were  witnessed  by  Wm.  Stevenson,  James 
Stevenson  and  James  Edgar,  all  residents  of  Washington  Co. 

Mary  Ann  Cooke  was  born  May  2o ,  1793,  which  was  six  weeks  before 
the  death  of  her  mother,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  she  was  born 
in  Lancaster  Co.,  as  her  mother  would  scarcely  leave  her  infant  daugh¬ 
ter  in  Washington  Co.  and  return  to  Lancaster  Co.  Mary  Ann's  letters 
from  Lancaster  Co.,  both  to  her  father  and  to  her  step-mother,  in  Wash 
ington  Co.,  show  that  she  had  lived  in  Washington  Cq.  in  her  girlhood. 
Judging  from  a  letter  from  Elizabeth  Boice  to  James3Cooke  (whom  she 
addresses  as  her  nephew)  in  1608  and  one  from  Mary  Ann  Cooke  to  her 
father  in  1610,  Mary  Ann  came  back  to  Lancaster  Co.  between  those  two 
dates.  In  fact  she  spent  the  winter  of  1609-10  in  the  city  of  Landas- 
ter,  according  to  the  latter  letter,  in  which  she  says  "I  hear  you 
intend  coming  down  for  me.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  see  you  but  would 
not  wish  to  go  back  to  that  country  to  reside . I  spent  last  win¬ 

ter  very  agreeably  in  Lancaster  and  expect  to  go  to  Philadelphia  this 
summer  to  spend  some  time  there." 

James3  Cooke's  second  wife,  Martha  McComb,  whom  he  married  May 
10,  1797,  was  born  in  1777  or  1778  and  died  in  Smith  Twp.  Washington 
Co.  Pa.  Aug.  16,  1833  in  her  56th  year.  She  was  the  daughter  of  David 
McComb'  who  died  in  Washington  Co.  Pa.  in  1799  prior  to  Mar.  28  (Note 
11)  and  Alison.  It  is  not  certain  where  the  McComb  family  liv¬ 

ed  or  came  f  rom.  David  McComb  had  a  brother  Joseph  who  lived  in 
Chambersburg  Pa.  (Note  12).  David's  daughter  Nancy  was  in  Chambers- 
burg  in  1802-3  (Note  13).  There  was  a  David  McComb  in  the  Lancaster 
Co.  militia  (Note  14)  who,  so  far  as  known  dates  go,  could  have  been 
either  David  the  father  of  Nancy  and  Martha  or  the  David  who  is  buried 
at  Buffalo  Village,  Washington  Co.  Pa.,  who  died  Dec.  18,  1837  in  his 
78th  year. 

Note  11;  See  receipt  of  D.  Bruce.  Note  12:  See  letter  Joseph  to 

David  1797. 

Note  13:  See  old  invitations  to  Miss  Nancy  McComb. 

Note  14:  Record  found  by  C.  J.  Farrar  in  Penna.  Archives.. 

James3  Cooke  had  a  colored  servant  named  EPtty«  According 
to  family  tradition  Betty  was  born  a  slave  and  had  been  brought  over 
as  a  child  from  Lancaster  Co.  to  Washington  Co.  by  James3Cooke  in  the 
early  days,  the  inference  being  that  the  Cookes  had  owned  slaves  in 
Lancaster  Co.  Betty  had  a  son,  Samson.  Betty  was  still  living  at  the 
James3  Cooke  house  in  about  1876,  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
incident,  in  which  Betty  seems  as  a  link  spanning  the  entire  distance 
from  the  writer's  own  generation  back  to  the  close  of  the  American 
Revolution : 
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On  a  visit  which  my  mother  and  her  children  made  to  her  sister  Jane 
Ann  Cooke  Lyle  and  family,  who  lived  at  the  James'5  Cooke  house,  we 
children,  on  coming  near  the  kitchen,  were  introduced  to  Betty  (truly 
called  Black  Betty).  I  was  too  young  to  rememberssKx  the  occurrence 
but  was  told  afterward  that  my  next  older  brother  looked  at  his  hand 
after  she  shook  it,  to  the  great  amusement  of  our  elders.  He  was  born 

in  1870.  (Note  15). 
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(1 (  Bv  Esther  Galbraith;  (dates  from  James2Cookebible ) . 

Bertram  G*b.  Feb..  3,  1789,  d.  young 

Feb..  20,  1791,  d.  in  infancy. 

May  20,  1793,  d.  .  m.  Henry  Carpenter, 


Mary" 


Mary  Ann4  b.  May  20,  1793,  d. _ .  m.  tienry  uarpenici-. 

Pavid4Tg)  By  jilai'Ttlia  L?L0omb;b.Mar.28,  1798, d.Dec..30 ,1857, 


b. 

b. 


iana 

uel^ 


Juli 
Samue 
Jane" 
Dorcas1* 


b. 


Af 
Dec .! 


nes  Boggs  Ritchie,  Fomr-ly  . 

7, 1799, d.  ,  m..James  McDonald,  ■Pa.raVly.  . 

b. Apr ..22,  1803,  d.Oct.i,  1879,  unmarried, 
b. Aug . .6,1 806, d. June  27, 1853, m. Joseph  Vance,  F*wlly_ 

b.^ay^lg, 1809, d,.0ct.. 28, 1886, m. Moses  Lyle,  Family 
Oliver  Perry4b.^0<t*  23, 1814, d. Dec  .6, 1866, m. Eliza  Lyle , Fain II y» 
Martha  Matilda^b,  1817 ,d. Apr. 18, 1853, m. David  Gault,  Family  - 
ates  from  James2Cooke  bible;death  dates  from  Cross  Creek 
graveyard) . 


Note  15:  James^Cooke ' s  brother  John  also  had  a  colored  servant  named 
Hagar,  to  whom  he  deeded  a  small  piece  of  ground  out  of  his  farm, 
the  deedbeing  on  record.  Her  status  seems  to  have  been  about  the  same 
as  that  of  Betty..  Hagar  also  had  a  son,  (Data  from  0.  R.  Cooke).  The 
article  on  Col.  Edw.  Cooke  (brother  of  James  2),  referred  to  on  page 
1,  states  that  when  he  came  over  the  mountains  he  brought  with  him 
25  slaves  who  did  the  work  on  the  5000  acre  tract  which  he  took  up  in 
Fayette  Co.  Pa.  The  article  says  also  that  he  was  good  to  his  slaves 
and  provided  a  home  for  life  for  one,  Simon,  whom  he  had  brought  from 
Gen.  Washington.  Also  in  Mrs.  Huston’s  letter  of  1-30-1901:  "I  think 
my  grandfather  told  me  the  Cookes  first  lived  farther  south.  His 
father  (David3,  second  cousin  of  James  3)  hacl  a  slaveMary,  whom  they 
thought  much  of  and  buried  beside  the  family."  In  her  letter  of 

3-11—1905  Mrs.  H.  says  she  thinks  she  has  a  faint  recollection  of  her 
grandfather  saying  that  the  Cookes  came  from  Virginia,  with  slaves. 
These  four  authentic  cases  can  leave  no  doubt  as  to  our  Cookes  having 
owned  slaves  in  Penna..  before  the  state's  law  of  1780  provided  for 
gradual  emancipation.  In  each  case  the  record  shows  that  the  Cookes 
were  kind  to  their  slaves.  Mrs.  Huston's  suggestion  that  the  Cookes 
may  have  come  from  Virginia  should  be  considered  along  with  the  other 
unverified  accounts  of  the  Cookes. 
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